
  Questions for Brainstorming  
 

1. What is the premise?  
2. What is the setting? 
3. When is the story taking place? 
4. Where is the story taking place? 
5. Who is the protagonist(s) 
6. What does the protagonist(s) have to do to achieve the story goal? 
7. Explore the premise.  

○ Why is this happening? 
○ Why now? 
○ What is the catalyst for the story? 
○ Why can the protagonist(s) not turn back?  
○ What is the most logical course for the story to take? 
○ How can I/should I subvert those expectations?  

8. What inherent conflict is there in this premise/with these characters?  
○ Will all the characters get along?  
○ How will they agree? 
○ How will they disagree? 
○ What are they hiding? 
○ What is the worst case scenario for this story? 
○ What conflict can the setting present? 
○ What conflict can side characters present?  

9. Explore character relationships. 
○ Who will naturally connect with who? 
○ Will any characters fall in love? Why? 
○ Will certain characters bond? Why? 
○ Who is most likely to have a knock down drag out fight with who?  
○ Do they trust each other?  

■ If not, what will make them trust each other? 
■ How long will it take? 
■ Why don’t they?  
■ If they do trust each other, why?  

○ Which characters will go to each other for reassurance or comfort? 
10. What is the genre? 
11. What makes the story unique? 
12. What makes this setting unique and fun? 
13. What makes these characters stand out?  
14. What is the theme?  
15. What is the internal arc of this story?  

○ What are the characters’ secrets?  
○ What is their backstory?  
○ What do they need to learn?  
○ How are they not ready for the final confrontation? 
○ What mistakes do these characters make? 
○ Why do they make them?  



○ How will they learn what they need to? 
○ How will they change throughout the story? 
○ What will cause them to change? 
○ How will they help each other and make each other better? 
○ How will their relationship with God deepen through this? 
○ How is He working in their lives? 
○ How will the characters react to the plot? 

16. What is the external arc?  
○ What happened before the story to cause it to begin?  
○ What will happen in the beginning to kick off the story?  
○ What events will propel the protagonist(s) to make decisions that will prevent them from 

turning back? 
○ Why do they make these decisions? 
○ What events will happen that raise the stakes? 
○ How will the game change at the midpoint of the story? 
○ What actions will the protagonist take that propel them toward a confrontation with their 

adversary?  
○ Why do they take those actions?  
○ What is their low point? 
○ Why is that moment the worst thing to happen to these characters, specifically?  
○ How do they rise up above that low point, demonstrating their change? 
○ What do they do next that propels them into the climax and final confrontation? 
○ Why do they do that?  
○ How do they beat the antagonist? 
○ How do they prove that they have changed in the final battle? 
○ How will loose ends be tied up?  

17. What are the subplots of the story? 
18. Is there a romance? 

○ How are the two characters compatible? 
○ Why do they fall in love? 
○ Why are they good for each other? 
○ How do they fall in love? 
○ When do they realize that they like/love each other?  
○ What moments do they have that makes the reader realize they are in love?  

19. What scenes do you have in mind already for the story?  
20. What fun things can happen that enable readers to fully enjoy the premise and characters? 
21. What interesting details can you add to the setting? 
22. Who is the villain? 

○ What is he/she/they like? 
○ What do they want?  
○ How is what they want in opposition to what the protagonist(s) want? 
○ Why is the villain doing what they are doing? 
○ What are their core beliefs? 
○ What is something they would never do (ex: they would never harm a child, they would 

never lie to an ally, etc.)?  
○ What are things they have no problem doing? 
○ What do they fear? 
○ What/who do they love - if they love anyone?  



○ What is their past?  
○ What relationships do they have? 
○ How have those relationships changed them?  
○ How has their past influenced what they’re doing now - if it has?  
○ How will they change over the course of the story?  
○ How do they feel about the protagonist? 

■ Do they have some kind of twisted love for them? 
■ Do they like them? 
■ Do they hate them? 
■ Do they feel indifferent to them?  
■ Do they respect them? 

○ How do they feel about the other characters? 
■ Do they like them?  
■ Do they hate them? 
■ Are they simply an obstacle? 
■ Do they respect them? 

○ How will they feel about the protagonist/characters at the end of the story? 
○ Why can they not stop the protagonist right from the start?  
○ Do they fear themselves?  

■ Do they fear becoming more evil than they already are? 
○ Do they believe they are good?  
○ Do they believe they are the hero of the story?  

■ If they do, do they still believe that by the end of the story?  
23. What does this story mean? 

○ Why are you writing it? 
○ What do you hope it will mean to people who read it? 
○ Why do you think this story needs to be told? 
○ How will it glorify God?  
○ In a word: what is this story?  

24. What are the narrators’ voices like?  
○ What are their interests and how do they affect the narration?  

■ Do they enjoy art, nature, photography, etc.  
○ What do they focus on first when they describe something? 
○ What is their outlook on life?  
○ How do they talk?  
○ How do they see the world?  

■ Is it beautiful, scary, ugly, etc. to them? 
○ How does their character affect their narration? 

 
 


